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island near Macao, on the coast of China. This governor was afterwards
deposed for extortions and other crimes, by an order of the king, and sent
in chains to Goa. St Francis during this voyage wrought several miracles
and converted certain Mohammedan passengers, and on the twenty-third
day after the ship's departure from Malacca, arrived at Sancian, where the
Chinese permitted the Portuguese to come and buy their commodities.
When the project of the embassy had failed, St Francis had sent the three
Jesuits he had taken for his companions into Japan, and retained with
him only a brother of the Society (who was a Chinese and had taken the
habit of Goa) and a young Indian. He hoped to find means with only
two companions to land secretly in China. The merchants at Sancian
endeavoured to persuade him that his design was impracticable, all setting
before his eyes the rigorous laws of the government of China, that all the
ports were narrowly guarded by vigilant officers, who were neither to be
circumvented nor bribed, and that the least he could expect was scourging
and perpetual imprisonment. The saint was not to be deterred; and
answered all these and many other reasons saying, that to be terrified by
such difficulties from undertaking the work of God would be incomparably
worse than all the evils with which they threatened him. He therefore
took his measures for the voyage of China, and first of all provided himself
with a good interpreter; for the Chinese he had brought with him from
Goa was wholly ignorant of the language which is spoken at the court,
and had almost forgotten the common idiom of the vulgar. Then the
saint hired a Chinese merchant called Capoceca, to land him by night on
some part of the coast where no houses were in view; for which service
Xavier engaged to pay him two hundred pardos, and bound himself by
oath that no torments should ever bring him to confess either the name
or house of him who had set him on shore.

The Portuguese at Sancian, fearing this attempt might be revenged by
the Chinese on them, endeavoured to traverse the design. Whilst the
voyage was deferred Xavier fell sick, and when the Portuguese vessels
were all gone except one, was reduced to extreme want of all necessaries.
Also, the Chinese interpreter whom he had hired recalled his word. Yet
the servant of God, who soon recovered of his illness, did not lose courage;
and hearing that the King of Siam was preparing a magnificent embassy
to the Emperor of China, he resolved to use his best endeavours to obtain
leave to accompany the ambassador of Siam. But God was pleased to
accept his will in this good work and took him to himself. A fever seized
the saint a second time on the 2oth of November, and at the same time
he had a clear knowledge of the day and hour of his death, which he openly
declared to a friend, who afterwards made an authentic deposition of it by
a solemn oath. From that moment he perceived in himself a strange disgust
of all earthly things, and thought on nothing but that celestial country